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RECENT LITERATURE. 

Bobretzky's Researches on the Development of Cephalop- 
oda. 1 — This is an elaborate work on the development of the cuttle-fishes 
belonging to the genera Loligo and Sepia. It is based on thin sections 
of the eggs, and has every appearance, from the plates, of being a critical 
and exhaustive treatise. Although the text is in Russian, an explana- 
tion of the plates is given in German. It is unfortunate for the En- 
glish reader that no synopsis of the points made by the author is given 
either in French or German. Professor Bobretzky is also the author 
of a work on the embryology of the Crustacea, published at Kiew in 1873, 
and of later works on the same subject. Russia is rapidly taking the 
foremost rank in zoology. In comparative embryology she is at this 
moment on the whole in advance of England, the United States, or France. 
Such embryologists as Kowalevsky, Metznikoff, Bobretzsky, Ganin, 
Melnikow, and Ussow, nearly all, we believe, trained in German univer- 
sities, have carried Russian biological science to high-water mark. 

Nin:th Annual Report of the U. S. Geological and Geo- 
graphical Survey op the Territories. 2 — This Report shows the 
work done by the Survey in Colorado during 1875. Dr. Hayden an- 
nounces that a map of the State is nearly ready, and when finished 
" Colorado will have a better map than any other State in the Union, 
and the work will be of such a character that it will never need to be 
done again. Colorado will never support so dense a population that a 
more detailed survey will be required. " 

The Report forms a bulky volume of over eight hundred pages. Part 
I., Geology, contains the report of Dr. C. A. Peale, F. M. Endlich and 
W. H. Holmes, and B. F. Mudge. Part II., Geography and Topography, 
comprises the reports of A. D. Wilson, Henry Gannett, G. B. Chitten- 
den and G. R. Bechler. Part III., Zoology, contains the History of the 
American Bison, by J. A. Allen, and a Report on the Rocky Mount- 
ain Locust and other Insects now injuring or likely to injure Field and 
Garden Crops in the Western States and Territories, by A. S. Pack- 
ard, Jr. 

List of the Vertebrated Animals in the London Zoological 
Garden. 3 — This list forms a bulky volume, handsomely illustrated with 

1 Untersuchungen iiber die Entioickelung der Cephalopoden. Von Dr. N. Bobret- 
zky aus Kiew. (Nachrichten der K. Gesellsehaft der Freunde der Naturerkennt- 
niss, Anthropologic und Ethnographie bei der Universitat Moskovv. Bd. xxiv. Heft 
1, Moscow, 1877. 4to, pp. 73, with ten plates. 

2 Ninth Annual Report of the U. S. Geological and Geographical Survey of the Terri- 
tories, embracing Colorado and Parts of adjacent Territories. Being a Report of Prog- 
ress of the Exploration for the year 1875. By P. V. Hayden, U. S. Geologist. 
Washington, 1877. 8vo, pp. 827, with seventy plates and numerous maps. 

3 List of the Vertebrated Animals now or lately living in the Gardens of the Zoological 
Society of London. Sixth edition. 1877. London. 8vo, pp. 519. 
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thirty wood-cuts of many rare birds and mammals, and forms a nearly 
complete catalogue of all the living vertebrates received by the society 
during the past ten years. The volume will prove of a good deal of in- 
terest to the general student of these animals. 

Recent Books and Pamphlets. — Annual Report of the Board of Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institute. Washington. 1877. 8vo, pp. 488. 

On the Nymph Stage of the Embidas. By R. M'Lachlan. (Extracted from the 
Journal of the Linnean Society, Zoology, vol. xiii.) 8vo, pp. 11, 1 plate. 

The Post-Tertiary Fossils procured in the Late Arctic Expedition ; with Notes on 
some of the Recent or Living Mollusca from the Same Expedition. By J. Gwyn Jef- 
freys. (From the Annals and Magazine of Natural History for September, 1877.) 
8vo, pp. 12. 

A Catalogue of the Birds of the Vicinity of Cincinnati, with Notes. By Prank 
W. Langdon, Naturalist's Agency: Salem, Mass. 1877. 8vo, pp. 17. 

On the Tenacity of Life of Tape-Worms and their Larval Forms in Man and Ani- 
mals. By Prof. Edward Perroncito. (Annali della Reale Accademia d'Agricoltura, 
1876.) 8vo, pp. 4. 

Members and Correspondents of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 
1877. 8vo, pp. 46. 

Address to the Biological Section of the British Association, Plymouth, August, 
1877. By J. Gwyn Jeffreys. London. 1877. 8vo, pp. 9. 

The Summer Birds of the Adirondacks in Franklin County, New York. By 
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., and H. D. Minot. 8vo, pp. 4. 

Palseontological Bulletin. No. 25. Verbal Communication on a New Locality of 
the Green River Shales, containing Fishes, Insects, and Plants in a good State of 
Preservation. Made by E. D. Cope, before the American Philosophical Society, 
July 20, 1S77. 8vo, pp. 10. 

Notes of a New Genus of Annelids from the Lower Silurian. By George Bird 
Grinnell. (From the American Journal of Science and Arts. Vol. xiv. September, 
1877.) 8vo, pp. 2. 



GENERAL NOTES. 

BOTANY. 1 

Poisonous Grasses. — In the September number of Trimen's Jour- 
nal of Botany there is an interesting note by Dr. Hance on Intoxicating 
Grasses, which supplements a previous article on the same subject. A 
grass was sent by Dr. Aitchison from Kashmir which Professor Dyer 
determines as Stipa Sibirica Munro. Concerning this grass, Dr. Aitchi- 
son writes (date of August 4, 1875) : " I have just been collecting some 
good specimens of a grass that is extremely common near Gulmuz. It 
grows in large tussocks, and is very poisonous to horses and cattle. 
The cattle are too knowing and will not eat it. Horses from the plains 
do eat it and die from its effects, but if quickly treated recover. They 
become comatose and lose the power of their limbs. It grows in the 
Sciude Valley also. Whilst there I heard of it and the cure, namely, 
smoking them, by making a large fire and keeping the horse's head in 

1 Conducted by Proe. G. L. Goodale. 



